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Taking contemporary art as its backdrop, this symposium raises the question of the 
connections between erection and world-view. Erection is understood here as the primary 
manifestation of desire, joy and fertility; as a sacred event; as conquest and pride – extending 
even to a whole country.  

This question inevitably led us to the premonitory text by Dimitris Dimitriadis, Dying like a 
Country (1978), in which the author depicts a country where women have ceased to conceive 
children, where soldiers have laid down their arms and deserted, an ingrowing country where 
even the language is dying.  

We take this iconic text and reverse the paradigm to present an inversion. Hence the title Erect 
like a Country. In the light of this inversion, we present erection as an antithesis to death. The 
importance to Europe’s future of desire, of attraction to others and of erection as a symbol will 
be discussed by speakers and participants at the symposium.  

 



Speakers/contributors include:  

Aristide Antonas, architect and writer (GR); Paul Ardenne, professor of history and the history 
of art and architecture (FR); Vincent Cespedes, philosopher (FR); Maria Efstathiadi, writer (GR); 
Yannis Houvardas, theatre director (GR); Rodolphe Imhoof, president of the Foundation for the 
History of the Swiss abroad (CH); Eliza Nicolopoulou, clinical psychologist-psychoanalyst 
(GR); Dimitris Paleocrassas, art historian, art consultant (GR); Barbara Polla, gallerist, writer 
(CH); Denys Zacharopoulos, art historian, director of the Macedonian Museum for 
Contemporary Art, Thessaloniki (GR); and the organizers. 

At the end of the symposium, Maria Efstathiadi will introduce Dimitris Dimitriadis and his 
work; a recent unpublished writing of Dimitris Dimitriadis, Lycaon, An Apology for Desire 
will be read; and Yannis Houvardas will direct a performance based on that text. 
 
 
The symposium also prefigures two exhibitions on the same theme, to be held in Greece in 
2014. 
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